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Circuit
The Gift Of A Sabbatical
For many years, the Methodist Church has given
its ministers a wonderful gift: a sabbatical of three
months every seven years. I enjoyed my fifth
(and final) sabbatical earlier this year from Easter
Monday to the end of July; I know that’s two weeks more than three
months, but we’re encouraged to take holiday in conjunction with
the sabbatical. This time, my focus was on pilgrimage, including
doing some pilgrimages. Christians have long understood our
whole life’s journey to be a pilgrimage; as one of the prayers of the
ecumenical movement in Britain and Ireland puts it, ‘we are
strangers no longer but pilgrims together on the way to [God’s]
kingdom’. In my childhood, I heard extracts from John Bunyan’s
Pilgrim’s Progress (I should really sit down and read it) and I can’t
remember how many times I’ve sung his hymn, ‘Who would true
valour see’! Christians have also engaged in local – and not so
local – pilgrimages.
Over the three months, I did a number of pilgrimages, usually with
the help of the British Pilgrimage Trust’s invaluable book, Britain’s
Pilgrim Places. I began with a walk from West Kirby to St Patrick’s
Well in Bromborough; very few people, including locals, seem to
know about it and, sadly, it’s in a rather run-down state.
(Whilst on holiday, doing the Coast-to-Coast walk from St Bees to
Robin Hood’s Bay, I did visit another St Patrick’s Well; this time in
Patterdale; it, too, could do with being looked after a little better,
though it’s right next to a busy A-road so maintenance would be
dangerous! The view from the well to Ullswater and the mountains,
however, is spectacular!)
My second pilgrimage took me up Pendle Hill to remember George
Fox and the Quaker tradition; in my previous appointment, I shared
with a number of Quakers and in their worship. A week or so later,
I walked from Cressington station through to Liverpool Cathedral
and visited Robin Hood’s Stone, the Calder Stones, the Allerton
Oak, and a Monk’s Well on the way. My fourth walk was from
Eccles to Manchester Cathedral via Salford Cathedral and St
Peter’s Square. The dreadful Peterloo massacre is something I
learnt about in connection with playing Malcolm Arnold’s ‘Peterloo
Overture’ with the Hampshire County Youth Orchestra in the 1970s;
I listened to a recording as I sat by the memorial.
Moving further afield, I visited three places of significance linked to
being ordained in 1988: the former All Saints’ Pastoral Centre in
London Colney, where we had our ordination retreat; Westminster
Central Hall, where I was received into Full Connexion with the
Conference; and the former Trinity Methodist Church in Poplar,
where I was ordained. I began the day, however, in St Albans
visiting the shrine of Alban, the first Christian martyr in England,
and, just down the road, his well.
A week later, I was on the way to Sherborne to start my pilgrimage
to Tolpuddle and share in the annual Martyrs’ Festival. Five of the
martyrs were Methodists, including three Local Preachers; it was
an amazing experience to join with thousands of people to
commemorate their courageous struggle for justice.
The final pilgrimage was delayed until just after the sabbatical
ended; it was to Coventry Cathedral, somewhere I’d not been for
many years. It was wonderful to see the two cathedrals again and
to gaze on the magnificent Graham Sutherland tapestry.
I am very grateful for the gift of the sabbatical and all who made it
possible.
Neil Stubbens

Longmoor
Blessings and Thanks!
On the 25th September we held our final service before Longmoor
Lane Methodist Church officially "ceased to meet for worship". It was
a day of very mixed emotions meeting for the last time as we gave
thanks for 131 years of Christian witness in the church building.
It was a lovely service and reception afterwards, wonderful to see so
many past and present church members, and members of uniform
organisations from over the years of the life of the church. I talked to
a gentleman who had painted the church hall when it was self built
by the congregation in 1954. So many stories and memories were
shared both during and after the service. It was good to meet up with
people from near and far, ministers, circuit friends, representatives of
local churches and those who had travelled from around the country
to share in this special event.
A massive thank you must go to our present day uniform organisations
who served the refreshments and gifted to us a beautiful hamper of
party favours which were distributed to all the members and visitors.
Your kindness to us is a credit to you all! A big thank you also to
Bernard for printing the order of service booklets. You are a star!
We were truly blessed by the worship, led so well by our minister
Revd Neil Stubbens, who had guided and worked with us as a
congregation to create such a fitting service, thank you Neil!
Thanks should also go to Revd John Hayes who helped us with the
initial planning for the final service once we knew Longmoor was
closing. We were blessed by the memories, hymns, music, scripture
readings and prayers led by members of the congregation, and by a
thoughtful and wonderful sermon by our Chair of District Revd
Dr Sheryl Anderson. Thank you to everyone who participated in the
service and to all who helped in various ways.
We were blessed on the day by people's generosity in the retiring
collection raising £368 to support the work of the North Liverpool
foodbank. Thank you! We have been blessed to be together as a
church family, and were gifted by a member a small legacy which
has enabled us to continue to support our sponsor child Christopher
until he is 18 years old and finishes his education. Since we
reopened after the pandemic, we have enjoyed more than a year of
fellowship, mission and worship together.
As we sang our final hymn 'I do not know what lies ahead" we were
reassured that God will guide the way and he holds all the congregation in his loving arms. It is sad that while we will not meet again as a
fellowship in that church building, there are new opportunities ahead
for us all to serve the Lord. We may go our separate ways, some still
worshiping together in new places, some to churches further afield;
we can give thanks that God has richly blessed us over the years
and will continue to, until the day when we will see Him face to face.
Amen!
Joy Gibbs.
Longmoor Lane Methodist Church.

In September a circuit service was held to welcome the
Co-Superintendents Revd Karen Beecham, and Revd Ian Hu.
A loose plate collection at the service raised £119.57,
donated to the Methodist Charity "ALL WE CAN"

Old Roan
President Of Conference
Comes To Old Roan
Revd Graham Thompson, the President of
Conference, while at Synod on Merseyside was
looking for a venue to preach on the Sunday and
our Superintendent Revd John suggested us,
so thank you John for this parting gift to the
whole Circuit.
This coincided with being the first Sunday after
Queen Elizabeth’s passing making it doubly
poignant. Being a Circuit service also gave an
opportunity for us all to get together in Worship
with the President and acknowledge the Queens death and acclaim her unwavering
faith, a wonderful example to us all.
Graham preached on the ‘Greatest Commandment’ and focussed on three parables
about being lost & found; the lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost son. A sermon of
depth with a challenging message for us all. This was a most memorable time of
Worship that will be long remembered by us all.

Our First Parade Service For Two Years
It was so good to welcome our Uniformed groups; Explorers, Scouts, Cubs and
Beavers to our recent Harvest Festival Service. As well as our regular congregation
it made for a full house. Flags presented to David Burkey, Preacher for the day, to
the singing of Great is Thy Faithfulness seemed so fitting. Then the children and
young people enthusiastically singing, along with Maracas', cymbals and all kinds of
additional musical accompaniment to The Harvest Samba was brilliant.
All produce collected went to our local Food Share which is supported by all
churches in the Village and based at Hope Community Church, a bumper crop
indeed. We look forward to Parade services being back on the Plan going forward
during the coming months and into the season of Advent. We thank you Lord for
your love and the many blessings we so often take for granted.
Ian Roxburgh – Old Roan Methodist Church

Over the last few months it has
been a joy to meet people in the
circuit, to lead worship among you,
and to talk to you about
The Neighbourhood Project.
A number of you have expressed an
interest in exploring how we can
share our faith by loving our
neighbours in practical and
imaginative ways where we live or
work or spend our time and money.
Two groups will be meeting in
Aintree on Tuesday 1st November,
15th November and 1st December.
We will be meeting at Nette's Cafe
(opposite Old Roan Station)
from 12 - 1pm and at Petrichor
(2, Molyneux Way) from 7-8pm.
We would love to see you there even if you are just curious about
what we are doing!
Thank You,
Helen Kirkup,
Old Roan Methodist Church
(The Neighbourhood Project)

OLD ROAN BIBLE
STUDY GROUP
We’ve lost our leader !
Sue Groves who has so faithfully led
our Wednesday evenings Bible studies
has gone off to Birmingham. She has
left her job and has commenced a
three year Theology degree course at
the Queen’s Foundation in Edgbaston.
She’s settling in well and busy with her
first assignment but is managing to get
home at weekends. We miss her but
pray that God may lead her and guide
as starts this new journey in her life.
Bible Studies will recommence on
Wednesdays shortly.
All our best wishes from our
Wednesday Study Group and our
whole Church family
Ian Roxburgh
Old Roan Methodist Church

Fazakerley
BUMPER HARVEST
AT FAZAKERLEY!

We enjoyed a fantastic weekend of Harvest
celebrations at Fazakerley, starting on
Saturday 24th September with a Scarecrow
Festival and family craft session, based on the
Parable of the Sower. It was great to welcome
new families as well as church family members
to the event and to witness the enthusiastic
buzz of excitement and keen participation in
the activities on offer throughout the afternoon.
The festivities continued into Sunday when we
were treated to a joyful service of praise and
thanksgiving conducted by Angela McAvoy,
where harvest gifts were gratefully received.
At a time of financial challenge, the incredible
generosity of the congregation was overwhelming. The vast amount of fresh produce,
tinned goods, packet foods and sweet treats
donated, were taken directly to the Sisters of
Mercy (Missionaries of Charity). The Sisters
have been serving Liverpool’s homeless
community for many years, accommodating up
to 16 homeless people every night at their
premises in Seel Street.
The scarecrows were an ever-present feature
throughout the weekend – one way to boost
congregational numbers … although we may
need to discuss at Church Council any further
preaching commitments of the Rev S.C.
Arecrow who appeared uninvited behind the
pulpit during the morning service.
Being Fazakerley, the service had to be
followed by refreshments. The light lunch on
offer was enjoyed by all those able to stay and
provided a further opportunity for fellowship
and friendship.
Thank you to everyone who helped to make
the weekend so special and such as success,
including those who prepared and decorated
the chapel, designed and produced the
scarecrows, planned and delivered the family
activities, prepared and took part in the service
on Sunday and provided and served lunch, as
well as all those who brought gifts of food.
You really did ensure that this year was a
bumper harvest at Fazakerley.
Carolyn Kirk
Fazakerley Methodist Church

What’s happening at Fazakerley Our Thoughts and Vison for our Future
Since reopening following the pandemic closures, like many other churches in
the circuit, Fazakerley Methodist Church has had to refocus and consider the
way forwards for our church. Through bereavement our church
community has been impacted with the loss of some key members, but we
have pulled together as a church family. With Gods presence, love and care
we have turned a corner, welcoming new friends and members to the church
and most recently welcoming friends from Longmoor who have joined us for
worship since their services have ceased.
From discussion at Breakfast Club and Café Church we recognised that our
service to the local community needs to support those most in need.
Our witness to families is important but also is our care of those less fortunate
including those who may be lonely and isolated that live in the local area.
From there we pulled a list of ideas together and prayed for Gods guidance of
what to focus on in the coming months. Lots of ideas were forthcoming and at
our Church Council we’ve agreed that our 3 priorities over the coming months
are going to include more social events, a weekly coffee and chat afternoon
and family games mornings in school holidays. There are another 6 ideas on
the list to progress moving forwards at a later date and as Gods presence,
guidance and resource allows.
For many years we have had YoYo’s and regular family craft days, and these
will continue with our Christmas Craft Day in early December. Following the
success of our Scarecrow Festival for Harvest we hope the new friends who
came to that, may join us again during our Christmas celebrations.
Our breakfast club continues to be an important meeting for our church family;
we come together on the last Saturday of each month at 9am to share
breakfast, bible study, lively discussion and prayers.
Our next meeting date is 26th November 2022.
We continue with our charity work including the Missionaries of Charity and
Baby Basics. Both of these charities are seeing increasing demand on their
services due the current cost of living and economic climate. The church
family continue to be generous sharing what they have particularly with these
two charities who feed the homeless of Liverpool and provide kits of basic
items for the first 3 months of a new born babies life. These new mums are
often young women who may be refugees, asylum seekers or fleeing
domestic violence and have very little for themselves or the new child. If you
would like more details about either charity, please contact Angela McAvoy
on angelamcavoy@icloud.com.
We continue to develop our Peace Garden and have recently planted onion
sets with the YoYo’s and hope to have home grown onions next May.
Our pear tree is doing well, the tomato plants have loved the rich soil in the
planter. For some of us our peace garden is a focal point to help remember
the loved we ones lost in recent years and particularly in 2019 when we lost so
many lovely church family and friends. Many of those people were involved in
the early planning and we have included some plants that remind us of those
special people. Come next spring we hope to restart a gardening club and use
the garden more regularly for coffee mornings, church BBQ’s and other social
events.
So just a few highlights of what is ahead for Fazakerley in
December 2022:
Rainbows and Brownies, Supper with Santa
Christmas Meal at the Bakers Dozen
Family Christmas Craft Afternoon
Sunday 18th December 2022 at 6.30pm – The YoYo’s Nativity
Angela McAvoy – Fazakerley Methodist Church

Linacre
Bingo
This is held every month; we are attracting quite a few people now and its very popular.
Its lovely that children come along with their parents to play. Please note this is a prize
bingo, we don’t play for cash. The books cost £3.50 its more to get people out to enjoy
the company of others. If anyone has any new items they can donate please contact
Joan Cumming at Linacre. The next bingo session will be 28th September 2022 at
6.30pm. Come along if you are free it would be lovely to see you.
Place of Welcome
We are seeing numbers increase week on week. People coming to the Food Pantry are
calling in for a cuppa and a delicious snack. They served over 50 people last week.
AND its all free! Want to thank all who volunteer at the POW … these days they don’t
get the chance to even sit down!
Christmas Hampers for Local families
We are preparing to put together as many
Christmas hampers as we can. This entails
buying 400 selection boxes and 100 family
packs of crisps. If anyone would like to help
or donate in any way please get in touch
with Joan Cumming, Val Gee or Liz Shaw.
We could do with some strong carrier bags if
anyone has any spare. We will report on how
we get on next circuit newsletter. Will you
please pray for us, that we can provide all
that is needed. Thanks so much.
Longmoor Lane Methodist Church
We were so sorry that Longmoor has ceased to meet and held their last service to a
packed church on 25th September, 2022. We would like all our brothers and sisters
who attended this church to know that they are in our prayers. We wish them well as
they decide where they will attend worship in the future. We realise that we are some
distance away, but be assured of a warm welcome at Linacre, if you decide to come to
visit us. May God bless you all.
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Foodbank
It is unbelievable that the Linacre Food bank has been open for 9 years! There is no
sign that we will ever be made redundant because there is as much need as ever. We
recently had a chap call in and he said he had a working hob, but he couldn’t use it. We
asked him why ever not? Turns out he didn’t have a pan. We quickly resolved this issue
for him. There is so much need out there, you certainly meet all kinds of people. Please
pray for those who come who are some of the poorest in society.
Food Pantry
The pantry is open every Thursday between 12.3015.30pm. You pay £3.50 and can select 10 items that
usually come to the value of between £15-£18. We now
have over 210 members. Last week 82 people came
through our door’s! At one point we were concerned that
we may run out of food! The volunteers are very busy, but they all say that they feel
that they are making a difference and the work is so worthwhile.
Closing Date of Next Edition
Liz Shaw – Linacre Methodist Mission

Please note – closing date for
contributions to the next magazine
to be with the circuit office
no later than
26th February 2023.
Please email to
admlivnc@gmail.com

